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THE JANUARY THAW.

A CROWNING ARGUMENT FOR RAPID
TRANSIT.

A DERSE POG AND HEAVY RAIN—BROADWAY |
AND OTHER TUHOROUGHFARES SLOUGHS— I
TRAFFIC AND TRAVEL OBSTRUCTED.

The weather yesterday was one of (he best argu-
ments for any and all rapid transit schemes, wheth-
er undergronnd, overground, or submarine, that has
ever been presented for the consideration of a suffer-
ing public. From dawn to nightfall the city was |
wrapped in a blanket of fog, and nnder the infloence
of & rising temperature and an April-like rain the
ramparts of snow with which the sidewalks were
lined disappeared as by magic, and the streets them-
solves becamo literally sloughs and canals,

Never perhaps in the history of the city were the
streets in so terrible a condition, Traflie and travel
were obstructed guite a8 much as they were on the |
day of the Christmas storm, aud eveu the mails |
were behindband. As a conseguence of the snow
blockade, the markets are overstocked with poor
meats and produce,

Ferry-boat navigation was exceedingly perilons
ewing to the ficlds of we that siretched from <hore
to shore, and especially to the density of the fog.
Ouly two collisions were reported in the harbor,
however, and no loss of life was oecasioned, although
the delaye during the day were very vexatious,

The incidents of the day in the streets anud on the
river wore very striking, but bhappily no fatal casn-
alties are reportoed as the direet result of the abnor-
mal condition of the etrects aud sky,

e
IN THE STREETS.

The most digagrecable days of the geason
will, in al! probability, date from yesterday. Certain i
i that the streets presented the worst phases of the
Winter time combined with all the dreariness of the
Spring equinox, Men of business nod pleasure alike
deprecated the alllance of snow and rain. The suow,
which only n few davs before gave promise of an old-
fastiloned” Winter, beeame a mass of treacherons slueb,
snd the ralp—the sequel 10 oue day of pleasant weather, |

with its visions of prospective Winter sports—bhronzht |
with it iuftaenza nod fil-hamer for all who waded !
the stronts, The oty had for its panoramie eflects
thronge of stropgiineg pedestrians and  overworked
horses, dripping eaves and occasional avalanches of
snow from tbe house-tops, and starding collsions of
ferry-boats  aflout sod Ftages on  sbore,  Broad-
way, imperfectly cleared of snmow, becawe A
canal bordered by panks of lee, streaked with the flth
of the city, ‘The street-crossings were sloughs, Through
an expause of foul enow the grest throng of pedestrians
waded and floundered ankle deep. What at first sight
only promised to clill, proved too late to be a filthy
pool, coversd by & wmiss of dlscolored snow, into which
ope sank, and from which eseupe could only be had
through wery much moere of the same dlsagrosuble
elewent. There waes absolutely no thoroughfare opon to
such as dreaded wet feet und splashed clothes.  All day
jong tho sirects were erowded with every mwanner of
wehicle, from the ponderous dray to the lghtest conpd,
and to the usoal bazard of crossing the streels was
sdded the risk of o all and the certaluty of a shower of
muddy waler from passing toams,

A# if the rain and the suow were not snongh fo dis
Rearten and disgust, the oty was wray in afog w0
dense that all objects, soimnte and 1nawuate, were lost
in ghadow. Cowming after the deepest spow for many
Winters. the fog was the densest kuown for manny years.
Every woment objects rose into sight or vanished like a
dusolving view. It was as if the spectator gazed at the
dampened muslin behind which was the magic-iantern
peopling & strange ntmosphere with a shadowy creation,
Ever aod anon grotesque figures appearcd, made more
comital by the enveloping molsture, which rounded of
nll ungles aud distorted all lines of beauty.  Under such
inftuences the sight of a portly market woman strogghing
for and maintuluing o * right of wey" through » crowd
of belated clerks aud gigeling shop-girla became a
veritable Panch and Judy entertaimment, with all the
poeuic ¢ lects 1u wetion,

AN ATRIL RAIN.

But, aside froan the Incidents, the history of the day
soust be written,  After nighttall on Thursday tne rain,
which hind loug threstenod, began to fall. Tt was not
one of the Winter ruin-storzns whbich, by thelr dash and
fury, encoursge rather than depress the soul, but, be-
giunlog with u gentie, stean-lke vapor, it soon became
u drizzling shower, which, falling in wavy lines, insinu-
wted its duiupoess nlike through clothung and umbrel-
bar, It wus n molsture which penetrated everywhere
and enveloped the beluted traveler, whether on foot or
o & streetour, Noo witerproof was 80 thick as
to shut out that feeimg of dampness; ne exerclse
of which the pedestrian was capable was sufficlontly
etlivenlng to stir the sluggish pulse,  This rain, prevail-
g through the night, reduced the streeis of the olty to
& condition which, i disagreesble detall, defles exagper-
ation, and Its continuance vesterday and last evening
afforded the prospect of something worse to-day, Per
haps the pedestrion of yesterday, compelled to choose
between the chanee of a fall if he attempied to gpring
from one iy ridge o wnother, or the certainty of a wel-
tiug i be plunged recklesaiy through the slime, may
think more ndly to-day of the puddies and dltches,
prenctiened ws he will be by dire experience,

The thaw continued, and although the fog partly lifted
fAunug the alter 1, the weather became none the loss
isagrecable. Streatos of water overflowed the sidewalka
and defled the efforts of the numerous gangs of laborers
whbo strove 1o give direction 10 their chaunels, No
souner war & crosetng cleared In Broadway tlan the
throng of detayed vehicles réndered [t as lmpassable as
vefore, With wll the efforte of the street-vlioaners, the
two crossings hetween the City Hall and the Battery,
wt Fulton-st. and Malden-lane, were not kept cleared,

THAVEL AKD THAFFIC IMPEDED,

Man & not the only sufferer from the thaw, for the ter-
ke condition of the strests renders the Jocomotion of
borses very Uresome. On several lines tedams were
taken from the street-cars and their places were sup-
pled by the horses sttached to cars in the rear. Ioa
tew instances the jaded horses dropped in the traces
snd ended ther misery, On the extreme east side of
the oity the teams were doubled up and the cars were
ranuing op ball timwe. The cars on all the Hnes wers
arsgged through alternate ponds of dirty water aod ol-
Mructione of snow, and thoee who wikhed to ride
were forced to reach the cars by wading through an iu-
tervening slough of uneertaln depth. As was to be ex-
pected, il who were not forced to encounter the distress
iug testores of the day, rewaised of their bomes, sud as
& consbquencos the curg were not so badly crowded as
they arc in ordivarily stormy weather, Those, bowever,
of Dburintes tnclinstions who deferred their jouroey
down towiin the bope that the day would brighten,
were dovmed W disappointment, At 9 & m. the fog was
depser than at ¥ aod st 30 thicker thay before. Then
came the drizejiue rain, until late o the afternoon the
fog nearl¥ cleared away and s dswp night soon set in.
Evory man’s faoe wis sel o the direction of ks home st
1he earlivel posstble memwent, and the basiness portion of
the eity wus wrapped in droary silence in the evening,

Delays 1o resching oMces were not the only anuoy-
ances from which business wen suffered. Al the mails
were two of three bours bebind time.  The Erie mall due
ot 1030 p. w. oo Thursday did not arrive untdl 7 a. m.
yesterday. The madl over the eame road doe &t 78, M
@id pot resch the city until the afternoon. Even after
the malls reach the office, the postmen find 1t lmponsible
w make regular trips from Louse to bouse,

The closing of sll meaps of communication with the
rural dletricts has prevented the warketmen from ob-
twinlpg their tsual supplies of fresh meats, aod the food
generally offered 1o of poor quality. The means of de-
livery wre so upcertain that b P tan no long
put sby rellance upou the arrival of bakers, botchers,
ot wilkmen., The wilkmen rely upon the rallroads, and
the trains are more or less delayed  Many of the streels
ure fmpassabile for s Lghl express Wagon, and grocers
Bave to depend upon boys for the delivery of erders.

Ruperintendent Thorne of the Btreet Cleaning Burean
Bad ali bis men bosily st work. A majority of the force
were emplayed i removing selies and garbage frow
e front of dwellluge. Owing W the sirecis belog
bloekaded with suow, there has becu & grest scoumuls-
tion of this rubbiab, sud so grest I the quantity that its
rewoval will occopy sbout & week. Beversl bundred
men wore al wark ulse in all parts of ihe city, cleaning
away the spprosches to tho sower culverts st the street
corners, ro that the flow of weter from the melting snow
might run off. Ly somse of the great Ihorouglifares, bow-

| their places of

ever, men were still kept at work carting away the hoaps
of anow which lmpede travel,
P TS
IN THE HARBOR.

All day long the rivers were resonant with
bells snd stenm-whistles, 8o thick was the Tog that it
wak impossible to soo wbead the longth of  ferry-boat,
and the pilots who nndertook, and safely accomplished,
the transfer of many thousands of passengers performed
u public service which caunot be too highly commended,
Tunid were ¢ ty nlarmed by the
clangor of the pells and the shrieks of the whistles,

Feur in vard | of Intensity was written on
every fuce In the cabing, betokening an equal dread of
the lee, the fog, and the safety-valve. Doubtful as to
the quarter whence danger was most to be looked for,
they all st or stood In suspense as the boat slowly
moved through o fog that was so thiek that it could
aliost be cut,  In the eyes of one could be read antiel
pations of sinking in the lea; in those of another lack of
confldence In boller fuspectors and conflicting ideas
regarding superheated steam ; while yot avothier peerod
anxionsly about, baving in mind all the terribie disasters
from eollision ut sea of which he bad ever hieard, Certaln
it 18 that all, withont exception, were thunkful in some
degree when they safely landod.

FERRY-BOATS HINDERED BY FOO AND ICB.

Thick as was the fog In the city, its density was greater
upon the rivers. Added to this, during a portion of the
day, wore heavy muasses of drifting lce which in clear
wenther greatly hmpeded navigation, but in a foe seri-
ously Incroased the dangers, The bonta of the Fuolton
ferry performed their hazardous tripa during the day,
but with lttle regularity. On the Brooklyn side Fulton-
#t. wius crowded with teams nearly fp to Sands-st., all
walting for an opportunity to eross to the New-York
side. -Not @ team croased Fultou ferry after 7 0. m,, until
afternoon, Three boats ran during the day, but after
durk the number wns reduced, as usual, to two, The
Fulton ferry, more than any other, saffered considers-
ble appoyance from smadl propellers which were bound
up aud down tbe river under » full head of steam, The
attention of the nuthorities will be ealled to thess facts
by the officers of the Uunlon Ferry Company, and this
very daugerous obstruction to ferry travel will be re-
moved,

The Catherioe ferry was wore uncertaln in its trips
than the Pultou. Upon this ferry the large body of
Hebrew poddlers and Italian organ-grinders who daily
overrin Brooklyn depend for the means of reaching
busiuess,  Yesterdsy oo 1 they
assembled from their garrets and cellars in. .. Fourth
and Bixth Wards, but met with » delay which made
thém impatient.  The peddlers denounced the Company,
while the organ-grinders grambled at the fog, Many
residents of Brooklyn hastenod from Fultou ferry, whore
they found transit nucertaln, tv the Catherine ferry,

where it was even wore 80, Market Wagons
stod In w Jong line, walting entrancej shop-
girls, wlready so0 long delayed that cross-
ing was useless; elerks who started off bright

anil early, determining to be prompt at businesa and dil-
fgent in their labors, were moplng over their fate;
wicked people swore; frritable people spapped their
words out; sour women wrinkled thelr noses and lifted
thetr bedrageled skirte; independent men carelessly
turned aroand and went home. The same ferry was tho
scene of some eonfoston at 9 o m, The ferry-boat
Peconlo left the Brooklyn slde, and, afler o cireaitous
pussage, was about entering the slip on the New-York
gide, a8 indieated by the bell, when she eame into eol-
liston with the stenmbont Amerious, made Iast to the
pler. The passengers on the ferry-hoat wers somewhat
frightened, but o damage was done to elther of the
Loate, aud vo one was Injared.
A LONG FEERY VOTAGE.

At the Wall-st. ferry, irregnlar irips yere wode during
the morniug, but even thoss were discontinued before
¢ark. ‘At 9§ a.m., the boat about to leave the dock was
densely orowded. The 8 & m. boat from Brookiyn
returned at § a. m., without having been able to make o
landing on the New-York side, and the second boat had
vt been allowed to start, When it was ascertained that
all those who had started an hour previous wers no
nearer thelr destination thau the passengers on board
the steamer in the siip, the cheérs with which the unsuc-
cessful voyagers were received on board the eraft about
to start must have been exceedingly exosperating. Only
the best of humor was mwanifested. The brokers and
pankers joked over the delays, for they were consclous
that the ferry eompany had done all in ite power to place
them on * the streep”

The boats of the Bouth and Mamilton ferries made
only n few trips during the day. Thelr routes belng
toug, and near the dangerous const of Governor's Island,
the officers of the Company Aid not deem it wise or expo-
dient to risk life and property by sendlue the boats out,
The fercy-house was crowded, but many who generally
depended upon these ferries avalled themselves of the
Fulton and Wall-st. forries,

The Bridgest. Perry made hourly trips, but did not
continue even this regularity after dark,

The Hunter's Point ferry from James-slip entirely sue-
pended operations. Thoe morning beat did not come
down. A long row of teams stood In front of the build-
ing: they had walted since daylight, and their drivers
wore determined to see the end of the fog. The ferry at
Tlirty-fourih-st., owned by this Company, transported
passengers, and all the rexidents of Hunter's Polut were
foreed to proceed up town by cars before they could
reach the ferry.

The Roosevelt-st. Company did not put on any hoats
hecninse, ke the Hunter’s Point line, it desmed the treip
too long to be undertaken with auy reasonable degree of
safety either to the vessel or the passengera,

The New-Haven steamer did not soms to Pier No, 25,
or soy other wharf, in the mworning as usaal, althoueh
the vessel bound for that city departed lnst night. The
Hartford boat did not leave ber whart at Pler No, 3.

The Staten [sland ferry-boats were all bebind time
from one-balf to one hour on éach trip. The pilot of one
of the Staten Island hoats, aftar feeling his way with the
atmost eantion, found bimself in the East River, oppo-
ite Martin's stores, and had the greatest diffienlty in
turning his vessel about, 8o as to make his dock. The
poats of this line encountered very heavy masses of
flonting fce. 1t appearsd at one time during the after
noon us it an fee gorge had formed between Bedlow's
and Governor's lsland, so as 10 offer & barrier to the
ferry-boats, but after o time the trip was completed,

AN ACCIDENT ON THE NORTH RIVER.

Tue Pavouis ferry, ou the North River, performed
trips both from Twenty-third-st. and from Chambers-st.
The most seriong, and in fact the only accident of any
jmportance oceurred on this Hne.  The ferry-boat
Pavonta, belonging to this ferry, and the D. B, Gregory
of the Jersey City ferry, came io coilislon yssterday at
seven & m, by reason of the dense fog which prevailed
during the day. Both boats were flillad with passengers,
and for p moment the utmost consternation Was ocoa-
sloned. The Gregory struck the Pavonia underneath,
and pletely demolished the ds, and also-the
heavy timbers in the side. The Captain of the injured
visse] states that his boat was Iying still at the time of
the aockdent, and was blowing her wlustle, to which the
Gregory falled to respond.

The Pavonin was so badly injured that It was neces-
sury to call into requisition the large pump, snd by this
means she was kept afloat until she reached Long Doek.
At this place the Fire Department was immedistely vo-
tifiod, aud sn eugine was dispstehed to assist in prevent
jog the boat from sinking. It waa found, however, that-
repairs could be made which weuld ensble her to keep
afloat, and the engine was not used. The damage Is very
beavy, but the exsct amount cannot be ascertatned until
the boat is placed on the dock for repalrs, which will be
sccomplished as s0on aa possible

The greatest diffoulty was experienced in crossing the
terry during the day. The Doats were run enmtirely by
the !ﬂ:-bﬂlle and signals.

The trips occupled from 20 to 70 minntes, and every
bost was londed to 1ts utmost enpacity both with frelght
and pussengers. On each side of the river long lines of
velicles were walting for an opportunity to cross, and
in wany instances an hour elapsed before a chance
oocurred to take a boat. The ice, though very abundant,
was soft and yielding, and casused little or no interfer
ence with the passage of the bunts.

Toe Cortlandt-st. and Barolay-st. ferries were soarcely
leas fortunate than the Eost River Compauies. The river
being wueh wider guve more “ sea room” to the vessels,
and tbe ferry-boats did not sufler sny aunoyauce frow
passing tugs.

e ———

IN BROOKLYN.

The denge fog of the day was the one sub-
Ject of couversation. The oldest inhabitants sdmitted
that it was remarkable. The streets jn the nolghbor-
Hood of the Terries were mwuch  biocked by vehiclos walt-
lug for the boats, which wade very irregular trips
Mauy grocerymen, after walting for bours for passage,

were compelled to retarn home. The strects In grneral
were ab Iy *no th ufare,"” the slush and water
being ankle deep, and the sewer openings so clogged
with ieo and snow that it could not ran off.

There |s conalderable grambling in reference to the
for the ensulng year, just
made by the Board of Clty Works. The Borlmshaw Pave-
ment Company, which has afflicted the city with its tar
pavements, appears to be getting the majority of all
contracts, und was awarded the contract for cleaning the
Eastern and Western section of the city ata price con-
elderably above the lowest Wwdder, The other arction
wak nwarded to John Dunpigan, whose Lid was also
ahove the others, Together the bils were $§O0,000 over
the sam applicable to the porpose, and the question of
the validity of the action of the Hoard (s now raised.

The law provides that contracts shall not be valld
agninst the city unless the Controller shall eertify that
the moneys required to be pald by the contracts are in
the trensury, apd the Controller Is of opinion that this
applies to the street cleaning contracts, and that he will
be nnder the necessity of refusing to make payments to
the contractors. The Board of City Works clalm that
the seetion is not applicable to street eleaning, and that
it has exclusive power to do what they think proper in
the matter, regardless of the amount required, or whether
it I8 1o the Lroasury.

ets for stroet-cleant
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INCIDENTS OF THE DAY.

The small ears of the new Twenty-third-st.
Horse Railrond are so erowded, usually, about the hours
of opening and closing places of amusement, that hu-
mane people have been moved to remonstrate dgalnst
the over-taxing of the horscs, ope ouly being nttached
to each ear,and 1§ complaints bave alresdy been re-
celved by Mr, Bergh, Last evening, about 7) o’clock,
Officer Hartfleld of the Boclety stopped several cars, on
one of which there were 37 people, and another 82, and
wonld not allow them to go on fil the number Was ro-
dueed to 18, the sesting eapacity, which, with the driver,
he considered sufficlent load for one horse, as the cars
alone welghed 2,600 pounds each, Instructions were
given the drivers elther to double up thelr teams or
eqrry fewer passengers, and several officers were sta-
tioned along tho line to prevent overloading the horses
when the theaters closed.

A young wan named Andrews, a clork in the office of
Osgood & Uo., at No. 2¢ Broad-st., while talking with
several friends in front of the bullding In which lis office
wis situated, was suddenly knocked senselcss by o large
eake of e, which fell from the roof, Fe wae carried
into an wdjoining office, and medical nsslstance sum-
moned, when be was found to be suffering from concus-
glon of the brain necompanied by a paralytie stroke. He
was entirely uneonselous, and 1t is feared that he will
not recover.

Frank Rollins, agoe 45, of No. 434 West Thirty-seventh-
&t., was found dead at the foot of the basement steps of
the house No, 233 West Thirty-thipd-st., ot daylight yes-
werday morning, He bad attended o meeting of the
Zetland Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and s supposed to
have slipped and fallen down the steps while be was re-
turnlug home, ’

John Breslln, age 25, of No, 87 Teuth-ave,, fell and
fractured his leg ot Washington and Horatio-sta,

Mary Kelley, nge 30, of No. 119 Mott-st., was injared
by falllng upon the sldewalk near et hotoe.

George Clare of No. 452 West Forty-first st. fell lo Fif-
teenth-st, and fractured his collar-bone,

Mrs, Mary Howell of No. 236 Columbla-st., Breokiyn,
fell on the sidewalk in President-st,, Brooklyu, sud broke
her leg.

As a number of laborers were standing near the north-
ern corner of Peck-glip and South-st., a large mass of
snow, whioh had been sullered to remmin on the roof of
the bullding occupled by P. Hoeft, fell to the pavement,
together with u large portion of tho corolce. Fortu-
nately no one was standing underneath at the time.
The welght of the snow and the cornice was estimated
at one tun, There are several dsngerous roofs in the
wtae nelghborhood. That of E. Hilner & Co., at Cherry
and Catharine-sts., is partioniarly Had,

A lurge quantity of ice and snow seeumulated on the
roof of the Grant Locomotive Works, at Patersou, N, J.,
was loosened by the thaw and fell to the ground,  John
1. Ames, Moster Meohanle of tho works, who was pass-
ing at the time, was strock by a large plees of she lee
aud snstalued o compound fracture of the right leg.

————

’ ICE WRECKS.

DISASTERS ALONG THE OHIO—HEAVY DESTRUC-
TION OF PROPERTY.
|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE. |

Civerssari, Jan, 3.—“What is the news
from the river 1" 18 the question asked here by wlmost
everyone. The movement of the lee on Tuesday nlght
did the greatest portion of the damage here, and but
few smgll cxaft have been Injured since, The Erst estl-
minte of the loss at two hundred thousand 18 subject to
modification, a8 WANY DATZLS; BWEPE away may yet be
gecured at points below,

To-day the Licking ewmptied it dresded mass of lee,
fortunately doing no damage. The danger from that
stream has been that, coming in from Kentucky, it
shoots its floating lee-fleds directly across the Ohio into
the boats at the Cineinnati Landiug. This oceurs when
the Licking rises first, or simmitsueously with a rise in
the Obio,

Tuis time the Ollo rose several houra before the Lick-
ing, and the dangeris past. The fact that the gorged joe
often forms stratified wosses of from 10 Lo 15 feet in
thicknéss, and sometimes greater, will couvey an idea
of its formidable character. Reports from the river in-
dicate a great food coming dowu.

All tributaries of the Obto from Pittsburgh down are
rising rapidly. For 5,000 feet along our river froot, and
from one to three squares back, the city s sahject to
more or less danger from overflow, water often penes
troting the basements through the sewers, even when
up to the street level. =

This portion of the city ia almost entirely devoted to
the wholesale trade, nod the most exposed huve already
began removing goods to the upper floors. A rise of
probably 50 feet may bw expected here, possibly greater
unless the lower temperature which now prevalls sbould
reduce the quantity of the flood,

Nearly all of the Obio towns will be more or less
flooded, The damage already reported by this break-up
from Pittsburgh to Lowsvile will probably exceed
§250,000, At Beaver, just below Pittsburgh, the tow-boat
R. J. Grace was sunk; loss, 810,000; lnsurance, §6,000,
The Lttle stovmor Valid was sunk st Rochoster, Penn,

All along the river, coal boats aud produce barges
have been torn loose and carried away. An cmpty coal
barge 18 worth about #1600, and I8 I8 estimated 135 of
them bave beeu swept away betwoou Plttsburgh wod
Louisville.

At Aurors, Ind., thirty-three empty barges were
connted flonting down with the lve, The break-up has
stimulated business bere greatly. River navigation for
several monthe has been uncertain, nnd the prospect of
good navigation causea great activity among shippers,
Nipe million bushels of conl are reportod ready to leave
Pittaburg as soon ad the loe permits.

OTHER REPURTS OF DESTRUCTION ON THE OHIO
AND MISSISsIPPI,

Cixcixsari, Jan, 8.—The ice gorge at Wheel-
ing, West Virginia, gave way this morning, carrylog
down the steamer Carrie Brooks, Nows from above here
indicates o very high river comlog down. The Licking
River was runniog out beavy joe, sud o large number of
loose saw-logs, this afternoon, but the fee 1s soft and
well broken up. No additional damage has been done.
Two or three small steawers were thrown aground with
little injury. The rumor cwuerent lust night that the Leo-
nors went down with the lee i false, She s safe st the
lower part of the city, The Kanawha River has risen 16
feet ut Charleston.

Br. Louis, Jan, 3.—A large cake of lee beeame de-
tached from the gorge at Arsenal Island, and anchored,
yesterday afternoon, below this eity. During ite passage
down the river it carried with it two transfer boata snd
& barge, snd sunk o barge losded with iron which was
Iying alongside the towboat Wild Duck at Carondolet.

———
THE THAW ELSEWHERE,
IN NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

Coxcorp, Jan. 8.—A great change has taken
place lu the weather in this section duriug the past 4
hours. A dense foe vrevalls sod the snow I8 rapldly

welting,
IN PHILADELPHIA.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 8.—The weather is mild
sod the snow Is meltiug rapidly. There ls n beavy fog
anmw.mitmm-m:nmmm-
bosts. |

) FOG AT WABHINGTON.

WasningToN, Jan. 8.—There is a dense fog
bere lo-day. 1t appeared carly in the moroiog, sod
soeme 10 grow thicker as the day lengthens.

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS,

FOREIGN INTERESTS IN THE COUNTRY.
COMMENTE N LONDON ON THE POLICY OF
AMEPICA—TWO BRITISH WAR VESSELS OR-
DERED TO HONOLULU,
Loxnon, Friday, Jan, 9, 1672,

The London Times of this morning, in an editorial
article npon the situation caused by the desth of
King Kumehamehs, says it must confess that the
Americans will eventually people the Sandwich Isl-
ands, which will become a valuable colony between
San Franciseo and China and Aunstralia, The Times
reviews the question of annexation by fillibustering
ag heretofore practiced in pew countrles by great
Powers, and doubts the right or propriety of any
nation taking possession of the Sandwich Islands in
such manuer,

SaN Fraxgisco, Jan, 2—The British war steamer
Seout sailed from Vietoria, V. L, Dee, 31, for Hono-
lulu, and will be followed by the British warsteamer
Chameleon to-day.

THE DEATH OF KAMEHAMEHA.
PARTICULARS OF THE EVENT—SOME CHARAC-
TERISTICE OF THE LATE KING—NATIVE FU-
NERAL CEREMONIES,
| FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDERT OF THE TRIBUSE }
Hoxorvry, &, 1., Dec. 16.—~The Sandwich Islands
are in a state of political agitation at this timd, in
consequence of the death of King Kamebameha V.
He would not name a successor, which wus his pre-
rogative according to the Constitution of the coun-
try. It is generally stated that he degired to be the
last of his line, and the last of Hawaiian kings.
This seems likely, as the choiee of the Monarchists
of the country lies between an habitual drunkard,
though a naturally able man, named Lunalilo: an
imbecile old woman, who wonld be the merest tool

of her advisers, pamed Keliikolani; and
an inferior chief, named David Kalakana,
There 8 no other noble timber out
of which royalty may be reconstructed

here. The native aristocracy is defunct; and if
American residents make the slightest manifestation
1n bebalf of their political principles, we will have a
republic or annexation right away. The late King
was named Lot, Kapuiwa Kamehamehn, and he was
the fifth of the royal line founded by the congueror
Kamehameha, who united all these islands ander
one dominion, His late Majesty had received a
superior English education, and spoke our language
with perfect correctuess and with the re
fined tone of an accomplished gentleman.
He was well wversed in  English literature,
and sometimes indelged in very apt Shakespearean
quotations. He was stont, well-made, and sekillful
in athletic sporta,  Like his great predecessor, Kame-
hamehia 1, he was foud of the sports of the sea; he
would skillfully manage a huge canoe alone, and
would dive to dangerons depths with the playful
ease and buoyancy of a dolphin ; and when he arose
from the deep, shaking the brine from his eurling
jerty locks, and revealing his magnificent dusky
form, he secimed indeed the Neptune of the Pacific
waters,

This King was a thrifty man, and had accumu-
lated lurge means for these islands. He had a sheep-
run of 130,000 acres upon Molokai, upon which gruzed
50,000 bead of sheep, s income was about $00,000
per annom, and he held half a million of Crown
snd Government lands, The quarter of these means
will awply sustain a new and efficient republican
government. A great majority of the foreign popu-
lation desire to set aside our paltry, expensive,
thongh interesting royalty, and the only diffienlty
will be to persnade the native population to aegui-
esce in the change, The Kanakas, or rather a
portion of them, are npow howling over
their dead chief, although I must say that
loas feeling has  been shown at the deatl
of Kamahamoeha V., than on the demise of any pre-
vions chief. Still there are enough to keep up the
barbarous saturnalin around the palace, which
amuses foreigners so much. This time the hideous
funereal fandango was tabooed strictly to the foreign
population. A strong gnard inelosed the nalace, and
tried to keep the heathen saturnalia from critical
foreign eyos; but enterprise and a strong curiosity
managed to ontwit the valiant Kanaka guard.
Within the Palace Court were to be seen
more than 1000 dark contortionists, min-
atrels, and professional wailers, who made night
hideons. It was a lovely moonlight, and the grace-
ful tamarind, algeroba, and mango trees made beau-
tiful silhoucttes on the clear sky, The crowds were
interspersed among the groves. A handred half-
naked women gyrated with their snpple, shining
bodies, and swung in the air tatooted calabaslies
that rattled with pebbles inside.  Another crowid
moved in mock fights, Some recited, not the ex-
ploits of war or peace, but the laseivious prowess of
the late monarch, This is the especial burden of
the minstrels—to land the phiysical developmont and
erratie power of mujesty, .

Christianity with all its benéficent influences in
these islands, has never been able to check the filthy
and riotous mysteries enacted over demd kings. It is
eurions that such intelligent men as the Kame-
hamehas really were should have consented to the
perpetuation of such abominuble native snpersti-
tions, Kamehameha V. was an able man, and guali-
fied to be a statesioan ina much mors important
sphere than this Archipelago. He disdained his sit-
uation, aud said that his eountry offored
no basis for the dignity of royalty. He
had projected a tour in Europe, and intended
to be present at the Vienna Exposition, if be re-
covered from his late sickness. He was 42 years of
age at his death, and was a well formed, princely-
looking man. Lady Franklin said of him, that he
would be regurded ns one of the most distingnished
of prinees in any court of Europe. He leaves no
family, and not one of his blood, except an imbecile
old half sister, to bewail his loss, He intended to be
a great king among Pacific islanders,and to re-people
his deeaying country, but Providence has left this
work to be done by men who shall represent & new
order of things.

GENIRAL FOREIGN NEWS.
Liphe ik
TEMPEST IN GREAT BRITAIN.
QUEENETOWN, BIRMINGHAM, AND BOUTHAMPTON
VISITED BY THE STORM.
Loxuoy, Friday, Jan. 3, 1673,

Dispatehes from Queenstown, Birmingham,
and Bouthampton report thal @ tempest of unpreos-
dented violence raged all last night, The storm was ac-

), 4 by terrifie tbunder and lightning, and cavsed
great alarm to the lubabitants. This morning the wiod

was blowlug u gale, and sleet and snow were fulllog.
—

FOREIGN NOTES.
The Emperor of Germany has conderred the
Order of the Black Eagle upon Prince Bismarck.
Additional cases of kidnapping Polynesian
patives by wholesale have come to Hght In Melbourne,
Vi, The l, s X1 2% el
break up the infamous practice.

AN OLD LADY MYSTERIOUSLY MURDERED IN
BALTIMORE.

Bartimore, Jan. 3.—Mrs. Mary Ann Lamp-
ley, sge 73, waa found 1yiug in her house, lust night, in
the eastern section of the eity, brutally murdered. The
wmurder was committed during the absence of her Lus-
band and daughter at the theater. Mrs. Lawpley wus
in perfect health when ber family left ber. It basup-
posed that plunder was the objeet of the wurderer, as
sboult §1,300 was taken from the house, and the jewelry
on Mre. Lamploy's person was taken off avd carried
away.

The post mortem exsmination falled to discloss Lhe
direct cause of dealh, #s no marks of violenos Wwere
found upon the body, except a few allght bruises on the
abdomen. The theory advanced in regard Lo Lhe case,
12 that the e)d lady was smotbered Lo death bv & pieee of

earpet, which waa found lying by her saide, and thata
roobery was afterward perpotrated.
WASHINGTON.
——tp———
CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAPITAL,

THE CEEDIT MOBILIER INVESTIGATION TO DE

MADE PUBLIC.

|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Wasmingron, Friday, Jao. 3, 1073,

There secrod to be lttle question among those who
have interested th Ives on the satijoot of Lhe investi-
gation= of the Crédit Mobilier Cornmittee, that when the
members eharged with that inquiry reassemble on the
Gth inst., & resolution will Do passed opening the doors
of the commitioe-room to the publio, if indeed s resolu-
tion 1s not passed by the Hoose on Monday, under s sus-
penston of the rules, ordering the investigation to be
pablie, That question at all events will be the first one
consldered by the C i and the stat Is made
that three of the members, navely, Niblack, MeCreery,
and Merrick, will_vote in favor of such & resolu.

itien, and at they belng & majority) the propo-
sition will sueceed. Tt s thought the inquiry will not
coptinue more than a fortulght from tho timd of the re-

bling of the C But areport 18 not ex-
peeted until the last of January as the testimony will
require much time in the printing, the most emphatic
statements continne to be made regardng the facts
slready ellelted, and if half of them are troe, and their
truth is afirmed by respectable persons.  The investigs-
tion will show the moest stupendous corruption ever
elieited in conuection with legislation, 1t Is said that
the public thus far does not know the important develop-
ments that have been maude by the Committee, and that
the whole will never be known unless sn open lnvestl-
Kation s had,

INTERNAL REVENUE COLLECTIONS,
* [GENERAL PRESS [MSPATCH.]

The following, from a comparative statement prepared
at the Internal Revenue Burean, shows the inereass or
decrease of colleotions from different sources for the first
four months of the present flseal year as compared with
the same period last year: On spivits thers 15 oo io-
erease of $1,050,784 ; on tobaceo an Inerease of §574,000 ;
the collections of the tux on banks and bankers has de-
creased $119,620; on sihesive stamps s decrease of
$1,605,518; on penalties there {8 an  incresse of
0,64, and or  sources formerly taxed but
now exempt, tho statement sbows @ decreass of
$3,005.083, The decresss of recelpta on the above
wentioned sources, whero o falling off of the revonue ajp-
pears, is solely duo to legislation. The total decrease is
on repealed sources, snd nmounts to $5.950,251, The total
increase from sources taxable alike In 1872 and 1870 18
$2,610,950, The ngeregate of internal revenuoe receipts
for the last quarier of the calendar yoar of 18718
20,500,008 30, p decrease from the reports (or the guarter
endiug Dee. 31, 1571, of §3,002,500 67,

o —————

WASHINGTON NOTES.
|BY THLEGRAPH TO THR TRIBUNE )
WasmixoToN, Friday, Jan, 8, 1873,

The report published in a New-York paper, that the
Presldent has decided to offer the Becretaryship of Btate
to the Hon, Wm. M. Evarts, 1s not credited here, Mem-
bers of the Cablnet do not regard it as at all certain that
Mr, Flab will leave the State Department ou the éth of
March, and say that the President wishea him to remaln,
1t is therefore not improbable that rumors of hia reslgz-
niation and denials of their sutbentloity may continue
to furnish themes for newspaper comiuent for twoor
thres years to come,  In case of hia withdrawal eommon
rumor nsalgns bim to the Enclish Mission, but falls to
provide any place for Gen, Schenck, whowm the Adminis-
tration would not be likely to leave uuprovided for,

‘I'is House Elections Committee will make a declsion
in the Bowen-De Large cootested case befors the 15th
lnst, Mr. Bowen l¢ confldent that he will be given the
peut in time to draw the two years’ salary, mileage, sta~
tionery, and other ;Fh[l;lllbﬂ before the Congress ex-

ires ou the dth of March. De Barge, holding the eeat,

as of courss drawn  pay nn? allowances up to data, so
the Govermnent will be out of pocket §12,000 or §15,000 by
reason of the contest, and will, beside, have to pay the
exponses incurred by Doth  coniestants taking
testimoeny.

It s well understood bere that ex-Gov, Oglesby will
have no opposition & the Republican party for the Ili-
nols Benatorshlp, The election will take place o about
s fortpight. Senator Logan, who has been serlously il
for the past few days, 18 now recovering,

The House Appropristions Committes were engaged
on the Fortifieations bill to-day, The amount to be ap-
propristed will be about the ssme ss last vear. The
Naval and Military Acadomy bills are completed and
will bo preseuted on Monday or Tuesday.

|GENERAL PRESS DISPATCH. ]

The official relations between 3ecretary Belknap and
Gen, Bherman hove lately been s matter of comment,
puil rumors have existed of 4 serious difference between
them as to how orders shall be Issued. But this differ-
once has boen cne morely of eplnion which, it 1s said,
has been settlad to the sattsfaction of all coucerned by
the promulgation of the army order issued by Gen.
Bherman to-day.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office 1s In tue
recelpt of dlspatchesy to-day, reporiing that the Land
Offioe and many of the records at Lincoln, Neb., wera
destroyed by the fire there ; aleo that all the records of
the Land Office at Dardanelles, Ark., wers consamed
in the five which destroyed about half of that town s
week agu,

Tuore ls a full Cabinet meeting to-day, all the Depart-
ments being rey d. The ced at
noon snd contluues, It 18 uot known, however, that
anything beyond Department routine business is under
constderation, though us yet there bas Leou no opporto-
nity for obtaining positive juformation coucerniug the
deliberations,

The payments mada from the Treasury by warrants
during December were as fellows : Civil and miscellang-
ons, $8,232.777; war, #,010,444; navy, §1,588,770; interior,
pensions, and Indisds, $3,330,985. Total, §14,105,574. The
above does oot include payvmentsa made oft aocount of
the Interest or principal of the public debt.

HReports to the Iuternal Revenus Hureau show the
number of distilleries to be in operation in the United
States on the 1st inst, to be 269, with a daily capacity of
29,628 gallons. During the month of December there
wis an inercase of 33 distiileries sod o decrease o the
daily capacity of 22,645 gallous.

A general order just Issoed by Gen. Bherman an-
nounces that Major Wm. I, Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-
General, and Major O, M. Poe, United 8tates Enginecrs,
have been appoluted aldes-de-camp on the personal staff
of the General of the Army, vics Cols, ¥, T. Dent sod
Horace Porter resigned,

The Postmnster-Genernl has decided that families,
firms, or companies cannot combine to rent post-office
boxes conjointly, but that one box-rent must be collected
from each firm, family, or company enjoylug such
tsuilities.

e — e e e

DESTRUCTIVE FIRES.
puides A api]

A PATENT MEDICINE DEPOT DESTROYED IN
BUFFALO,

BurraLo, Jan, 8. — The large three-story
brick bulldings, Nos. 195 amd 137 Maln-st, extending
through to Quay-st., owned and occupled by Ransom,
dous & Co., a8 & depot for patent medicines, took fre
this afternoon from sparks left by tin-smiths re palring
the roof, and were cotirely destroyed. The loss, estl-

mated ot §10,000,000 on pulidings ana stock, I8 coverea by
wsurance. Bhirrell & Fisher, manufacturers of soap,
oceupied # portion of the prewlses io Quay-st., sbd were
ouly partly insured.
A CONFLAGRATION AT IELPHI.
Derpi, Ind., Jan, 3.—A fire, which at one
time threatened to destroy the whole town, begau about
6} this evening, lu Peterson & Condin’s bakery which,
with & number of frame bulldings, was destroyed, The

sufferers by the contlagration are Ditper & Dizon, boots
and nlnmnc}:|I Giem Haloon; Cushing 1 §Brother, contec:

tiomary ; T. Hogan, bosts awd shoes ; L. Merrick, restau-
rant; N. Smith stoves, and G. H, tailor. The con.
tente of the bulldings were savad, but lu s

dsmaged econdition. The wmp;u L 38,000,

A COLLAR FACTORY BURNED AT TROY.
Troy, Jan. 3.—A fire in C. B. Laithe's ticket
ageney office lust nigbt extended te Coon & Van Valken-
burgh's collar fuctory, entirely destroying it and dam-

v—tu Earl & Wilson's collar establishment. Coon G Van
alkenburgh's loss 1a §15,000 ; insured. Earl & Wilson
lowt 85, which is covered by insurance. The bul

ow Ly Gurley & Jolnsoo, is damaged $8.000

THE FIRE RECORD OF ST. LOUIS,

St. Louis, Jan. 8.—The number of fires in
this eity lsat year was 254; loss, §969,377; insursnce,
§2,442,040 § 1084 Lo Insurance cowpanies, $4, 292,
BURNING OF A SHOE FACTORY IN NORTH BRIDGE-

5 WATER.

Bosrox, Jan. 3.—The shoe manufactory of
F. A. Tnayer, in North HBridgewaler, was destroyed by
fire last might, Lowss, §12,000, insured for $6,000.

§4A WOOLEX MILL BURNED AT GRAND RAPIDS,

Derrorr, Jan. 3.—Earl & Reynold’s woolen-
will ut Grand Rapids was burued Weduesdsy night. The
loas Ls 820,000 ; tnsursnce, §16.000.

DESTRUCTION OF FIVE S8TORES IN NEW-ORLEANS.

New-OrLeaxs, Jan. 8.—Five stores in Maga-

tlue-st., Known as Aurich's Row, were to-day.
Lows §75,000: lusurinoe $60.000, in Lowe cou

MASTERS OF THE SITUATION.

LECTURE RBY JAMES T. FIELDS.

THE ELEMLNTS OF SUCCESS AS FMBODIED IN
THE TRIUMPISE OF MASTER-MINDS—DEFEAT
MOMETIMES GREATER THAN VICIORY.

Mr. James T. Fields, the author, lectured,
last evening, ut Association Hall, on ** Masters of the
Situation,” closiug the first locturs courss of the Young
Mon's Christian A The lect dealt lnrgely
in reminiscences and characteristics of cminent men,
bringing out the distinguishing traits In each
in Hlustratlon of the el i to in sl
The lscture proved both Interesting and instruoctive,
abounding in ancedotes ,and Ing hite. It was de-
ltwered in a clear, strong volce, and with excellent so-
centuntion, the bhumorous parts being given with par
ticnlar eest, and was highly appreciated by the audi
ence, The lecture will be found below, nearly in fall,

THE LECTURE,

I am to speak to you, this evening, withoot any pre
tense, but in all earnestucds, if 1 may do so, & few
thoughta on a subject which I shall call ¥ The Masters of
the Situation ;" aod as example s always bDetter thao
procept, and as it is much better to go and do » thing
when it Is to bo done, than to say how it cught to be
done, I shall hape to Interest youjwith new and then a
short story, Ulustrative of my theme, rather than by a
leng sermon, had [ the ability to preach one.

A great mastery, like that of Welllngton or Bismarck,
1% not so common In the world as to excite no surprise
when it oceurs. It 18 not, and never can be au every-day
matter, You will oftentles see dulloess striving to
revenge itself upon genius, but] you will never séo the
former rising to be victor of the situation. True mastery
s & compact of supreme qualities, It ls heroism ; 1t 18
culture ; it 18 enthusiasm ; It is faith; {0 s intelligenee ;
it Is endurance; it I8 apconquersble will! There are
men of convictions whose very faces will light up an era,
and there are noble women In whose eyes you may
almost read the whole plan of salvation,

Eleven years sgo, o vast erowd of eager and excited
men and women asaembled Just outalde of Washingron
to witness o review of the grand army then onder com
mand of Gen. McClellan, [t was a sceno of great and
absorbing interest, for it wna & revelation to thousands
upon thousands of spectators gathered there of what
could be doue for the preservation of American liberty
and law, and bow instantancously a force could be
mustered to guard them. It was a brililant anawer to
the doubting heart, and s strengthening influenre Lo the
quailing spirit. The review that was then about to be
beld was o prelode a séries of mpguificent victories,
and the war was to end In 80 days. As If American
uniforms were not varions enough to glld the splendor

that day, forelgn decorntions must be added to the
glittering show. The Freoch Princes of the House
of Orleans, the son and grandsons of Lous

Philippe, rode to and fro among the Gencral'a

Btaff, and recallad by their brilliant appesrance

other days of this Republic. DBugles sounded, squasdrons

wheeled into line, Camnoos reverberated, and martial
musle rose from innumerable battalions, The prominent
flgure of that day waa indeed a marked man. All eyes
searched the fleld for MoClellan, and followed him from
point 4o point. As the young commander galloped ap

and down the live, thunderiog cheers from more than a

hundred thousand troops and spectators rolled after him.

 How well he rides ! whispered the Prince de Joinviile,

*The finest horseman I ever saw !" responded the Count

de Parls, and the Duke de Chartres Indorsed his pralses,

“ Never was anything so elegant!” chorused the Gens

eral's fmr conutrywomen.  But a8 he rode past a group

of spectators, among whom I happ 1to be stunding,

I heard these tatal words from the lips of an old selfier:

“ o ls not master of the situation.” Soon afterward,

when tidings of defeat and morlification came rolling

back upon us, I remembered those ghustly worde and
trewmbled for the isaue,
A MASTER ON THE SEA.

There was once & noble ship full of eager passengers,
freighited with a rich cargo, steaming at full speed from
England to America. Two-thirds of a prosperons voyage
thus far were over, and In our mess we were boginaing
to talk of home, Fore aad aft lbe songs of good olieer
snd bearty merriment ross from deck and cabin,

A If tha besuteond eajorved the beantr of the aes,
ber stately bead and malleck joyfully

tion

Hbe Tiftoth o
A lovely hefore Ler lies, » Jovely path benind ;
Bhe salls amld the Joveliness, ke & of beart and mlod,

Suddenly a dense fog came, shrouding the noricon, but
ad this was a common occurrence in the latitude we wers
galling, It was hardly mentioned in our talk that after-
poon. [There are slmost always croakers on bosrd ship,
if the weather changes however slightly, but the Brit-
annls was free that voyage of such unwelcome passen-
gers.] A happler company nevVer salied upen an
Autumn seal The story-tellers are busy with thelr
yarns to audiences of delighted listeners, in sheltersd
places; the ladies are lylpg about on couches and
shawls, reading or singing: children, in merry compas
nies, are taking hands and recing np aod down the
decks—when o quiek ery from the look-vut, & ruslung of
officers and men, aud we are grinding on a ledge
of rocks off Cape Race, Oue of those strong
eurrents, always mysterious, and sométimes mpossible
tisforeses, haid set us into shore cat of our course, snd
the ship was blindly lnsmllmil on & dreary coast of sharp
and Craggy rocks. 1 heard the order given, ** Every one
on deck " and knew what that meant—the nists wers
rof falling. Loovking over the side, we saw hits

I, pieces of f , foating ont mto the deep
water, A hundred paliid fuees were hoddied together
near the stern of the ship, where we were told to go wml
wait, I remember somo said that a litele ehilid, the
pladvfallo.w of passengers and crew, could not be found,
and that some of us started to flad him; and that when
we returncd him to his mother she spake never s word,
but seemed dnmb with terror at the prospect of separa-
tion and slupwreek and that other specter, o giastly
when sncountered at sea.

Suddenly we heard & volce up In the fog, in the direc-
tion of the whesl-house, ringing !lke a elarion ubove the
roar of the waves and fhn clasbing sounds on ship- board,
aud it bad in it an sssuriug, not & fearful, toue. As the
orders eame -lttuncty und dellberutely through the
captain's trompet, to “shift the eargo,” to * hack ber,”
to * keep her steady,” wo felt somebow that the com-
mander up there in the thick mist on the wWheel Louso
kuew what he was about, and_that through lis s&ill and
mnr:g{. by the blessing of Heaven, we shoukd al be
Tesc man who saved us, so far ws human aid
ever saves drowning mortals, was one folly competent
to commund » ship; and when, after wany days of
AnXious lu:?e  vensel, lauiin.g badly and tho'fires
in danger of belog put ont, w arrived safely 1o Halifax,
ol Mr. Cunard, agent of the line, on hearing from the
wail-agent that the steamer bhad struck oo the rocks aod
bad been saved only by the captain's prescuce of wind
and courage, simply replied, ** Just what might huve
peen oxpectod in such a disaster; Capt. Harrieou s al-
ways master of fhe slitastion.”

BUCCESS NOT A MATTER OF CHAMCE,

Now, no man ever | of the situation by
accident or indolence. 1 believe with Bhirley, that the
Almighty has given men and women arws loog envogh
to reach the stars it they will ooly put them out! Tt was
an sdmirable suying of the Duke of Welllngton, *Ihst

.‘ﬁ ‘ﬁ:enl ever blundered loto n great victory." Bi.
ulde!

sald, “I ignore the exlstence of bliud chauoe, we-
rl.huutiu 4 resalts.” “He buppencd to sue-
unmesning phrase. No wan hsppe
succeed, ““What do you wix your te with v

a vinitor of Ople, the paluter. “With ULraine, ir,"” wes

the artist's reply.
aman to the front. It is one of

Iudolence never
Gud's lawe that g u Hls universe shall be ste-

g

tionary. The fxed sturs, us they are
knuown to be andoubtedly muﬂug,o;n.' The du;l; thi




